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hay, tobacco, flax and 20 cords of firewood. 
Livestock included 3 horses, 4 oxen, 6 dairy 
cows, 7 cattle, 29 sheep and 5 pigs, and beef, 
mouton, pork, butter, wool, flannel and linen 
were produced.  Abraham still operated his 
blacksmith shop on a part time basis, assisted 
by Beaulieu. He had $36 invested in the shop 
and in 1870 he had worked three months and 
earned $75 from blacksmithing.39 
   In the 1881 census, 82 year-old Abraham and 
75-year-old Anastasie were listed as rentiers, 
or persons of independent means. Élie was 
farming the land and he and Jesse now had six 
children.40 
   Anastasie died in 1886 in La Malbaie at age 
81. According to family history 41 , Abraham 
spent the winter of his 91st year living with his 
son Alexandre at Ste-Rose-du-Dégelé. He died 
on January 28, 1890 from a skull fracture suf-
fered from a fall on the ice. He was buried two 
days later in St. Étienne cemetery. There is an 

imposing headstone in the cemetery com-
memorating Abraham and Anastasie and sev-
eral descendants. 

Abraham’s Family 
 
Pierre Alexandre, our great-great grandfather, 
was the eldest child. A biographical sketch fol-
lows below. 
   Marie Séraphine married Philippe Beaulieu in 
1846 in Notre Dame du Portage. He was a 
farmer from St. Louis in Kamouraska. They 
lived their lives there, raising a family of 13 
children, 6 of whom died in infancy. Philippe 
died in 1869 and Séraphine in 1918. 
   Élie-Joseph and Jesse farmed in the Nairne 
Village area all their lives. They had 6 chil-
dren. She died in 1903 at age 67 and Élie died 
in 1915. 
   Abraham Flavien was a bachelor and a suc-
cessful general merchant in La Malbaie. He 
was located on what is now Boulevard de 
Comporté, north of St. Étienne church. He 
died in 1904. 
   Émilie married Louis Boulianne in La Mal-
baie in 1862. They and their four children lived 
about 2 km downstream from Élie on the east 
side of Murray River. She died young in 1874 
at age 38. 

Pierre Alexandre Lapointe (1825-1896)   
Anastasie Gagné (1825-1900) 
 
The eldest son of Abraham and Anastasie, Al-
exandre began his career as a carpenter and 
blacksmith, then built an extensive farming 
enterprise. He was also a builder and repairer 
of sawmills and grist mills and a dealer in farm 
implements. But his principal legacy was his 
prominence as a settler, farmer, developer and 
leading citizen of Sainte-Rose-du-Dégelé in 
Temiscouata. There he built and operated 
mills and bought a vast tract of land, part of 
which became known as Lapointe Village. He 
was a justice of the Peace and well respected 
in the community. He was a visionary and our 

Abraham and Anastasie Lapointe headstone  
St. Étienne Cemetery, La Malbaie 
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most successful entrepreneurial French Cana-
dian ancestor. 
   Thanks to more than 100 recently-available 
notarial documents relating to Alexandre and 
his family members, we have been able to gain 
a more complete appreciation of Alexandre’s 
life and trace some 60 years of his family’s his-
tory.  
   Alexandre was baptized Pierre Alexandre, 
but used Alexandre throughout his life. Born 
in La Malbaie, he grew up in Kamouraska, 
first in St. Louis, then in Notre Dame du Por-
tage. And being the first born, he would have 
worked closely with his father, learning the 
blacksmithing trade and rudiments of farm-
ing. He also likely developed his 
entrepreneurial spirit and drive in 
his formative years. 
   At the time of his marriage to 
Marie Anastasie Gagné in 1846, he 
was living in Notre Dame du Por-
tage near Fraserville, likely work-
ing the farm of his father. Anasta-
sie was living in Rivière-du-Loup. 
She was the daughter of François 
Gagné and Théotiste Meneux dit 
Châteauneuf of Ste-Marie-de-
Beauce, south of Quebec City. 
Gagné ancestors were early settlers 
c1650 of Château Richer near Que-
bec. 
    In their marriage contract42, Al-
exandre’s parents gave the couple 
use of their farm property at 
L’Anse du Portage. Alexandre was 
required to pay annually the sei-
gneurial cens and rente, plus 25 li-
vres to his father. He was to farm 
this property for 30 years. In 1853, 
Abraham transferred title of the 
property to Alexandre.   
   In the 1851 census, Alexandre, 
Anastasie and their children Her-
mias and Victoire, are listed in 
Lower Rivière-du-Loup, Kamour-
aska County. Alexandre was a 

farmer, living in a 1-story log house in Notre 
Dame du Portage. Eighteen-year-old Marie 
Morin, likely a servant, was also in the house-
hold. The Morins were next door neighbours. 
   Alexandre had 80 arpents, of which 74 ar-
pents had been cleared, 30 were in crops and 
44 were pasture. Nine arpents were planted in 
wheat, 3 in barley, 1 peas, 6 oats and 1 pota-
toes, and in 1850, Alexandre had produced 50, 
35, 8, 80 and 70 minots of these commodities 
respectively, as well as 150 lbs of maple syrup 
from his wood lot, 1,200 lbs hay (among the 
largest producers in the area), 35 lbs flax, 12 lb 
wool, 50 yds fulled cloth, 30 yds linen and 37 
yds flannel. 

Lapointe-Gagné marriage record 1846 
note signatures of Alexandre, Anastasie and Abraham; 

Alexandre was still using the Audet name but his father was not 
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   Alexandre owned livestock of 2 beef cattle, 2 
milk cows, 2 calves, 1 horse, 10 sheep and 4 
pigs and had produced 100 lbs. butter and 2 
barrels pork.43 Few families in the area pro-
duced more yarn, wool and cloth products, a 
testament to Anastasie’s skills and toil. 
    By 1846, several residents in the area had 
petitioned the Bishop to create a new parish 
between St. André and St. Patrice parishes. In 
1856 the parish of Notre Dame du Portage 
was officially established, commemorating 
Our Lady and the terminus of the Grande 
Portage. Alexandre was among a list of 91 res-
idents who agreed to lead and fund construc-
tion of the church.44 Construction took four 
years and was completed in 1863, thanks to 

the efforts of parishioners and their contribu-
tion of stones from their properties.  Alexan-
dre was always an active parishioner. In 1867 
he was elected a warden of the parish in 
charge of the construction committee. 45 
   In the 1850s, Alexandre began expanding his 
land ownership. During this decade, he ac-
quired 4 properties with a total of 270 arpents 
including about 60 arpents in Lot 17 of the 2nd 
range of the Rivière-du-Loup Seigneurie. This 
land was south west of, and abutted, his lands 
in Range 1. 
    By 1861, the family had expanded to five 
children and now included the recently-born 
Hippolyte, Emma and Octave. The counties in 
the area had been revised and the census entry 
 

Descendants of Pierre Alexandre Lapointe and Anastasie Gagné 

 

Pierre Alexandre Audet-dit-Lapointe
Born: 20 Feb 1825

in La Malbaie, Lower Canada
Died: 29 Jul 1896

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec

Marie Anastasie Gagné
Born: 13 Mar 1825

in Ste. Marie de Beauce, Lower Canada
Married: 18 Aug 1846

in St. Patrice, Rivière-du-Loup, Canada East
Died: 05 Dec 1900

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec Jane Hodgson
Born: 1845
in England

Married: 14 Feb 1870
in Notre Dame du Portage, Kamouraska Co., Quebec

Died: 22 Apr 1892
in Ste-Rose-du-Dégelé, Quebec

Alexandre Hermias Lapointe
Born: 03 Nov 1847

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: 20 Feb 1916

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec
Catherine Beaulieu

Born: 16 Feb 1867
Married: 03 Oct 1893

in St. Patrice, Rivière-du-Loup, Quebec

Victoire Lapointe
Born: 1849

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: 10 Feb 1869

in St. André, Kamouraska, Quebec

Jean Pierre Canac-dit-Marquis
Born: 18 Feb 1844

in St. André, Kamouraska, Canada East
Married: 18 Feb 1868

in Notre Dame du Portage, Quebec

Hyppolite Valentin Lapointe
Born: 14 Feb 1852

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: Aft. 1930

in Fall River, Massachusetts

Helene Johnson
Born: Abt. 1852

Married: 10 Feb 1874
in Cacouna, Rivière-du-Loup, Quebec

Died: Aft. 1930
in Fall River, Massachusetts

Emma Anastasia Lapointe
Born: 31 Mar 1856

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: 31 Jan 1955
in Ottawa, Ontario

Francis Ebenezer Turner
Born: 19 Jun 1853

in Fredericton, New Brunswick
Married: 02 May 1876
in Edmunston, N.B.
Died: 06 Oct 1927
in Ottawa, Ontario

Ovide Aimé Lapointe
Born: 17 Jun 1857

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: 06 May 1858

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East

Georges Octave Lapointe
Born: 24 Apr 1859

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: 08 Apr 1897

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec

Maria Dufour
Born: Abt. 1863

Married: 03 Nov 1881
in La Malbaie, Quebec

Marie-Louise Claudia Lapointe
Born: 27 Apr 1866

in Notre Dame du Portage, Canada East
Died: Bef. 1928

Eugène Arthur Beaulieu
Born: 14 Jun 1854

in St. Louis de Kamouraska, Canada East
Married: 26 Jul 1886

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec
Died: 13 Dec 1928

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec
Joseph Lapointe
Born: 22 Jan 1868

in Notre Dame du Portage, Quebec
Died: 06 May 1887

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec

Marie Amélie Eugénie Lapointe
Born: 10 Sep 1870

in Notre Dame du Portage, Quebec
Died: 24 Feb 1946

in Edmundston, N.B.

Louis Joseph François Alexandre Têtu
Born: 07 Jul 1866

in St.Thomas de Montmagmy, Canada East
Married: 27 Nov 1888

in Ste Rose du Dégelé, Quebec
Died: 17 Feb 1931

in Edmundston, N.B.
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was now Temiscouata County and Notre 
Dame du Portage district. It’s the same loca-
tion as in 1851 with the same neighbours. In 
the 1860s, three more children were born to 
the family: Marie-Louise, Joseph and Eugénie.   
    Alexandre continued to acquire land. He 
purchased more farmlands on the St. Law-
rence River. He did a deal with his uncle Fla-
vien, exchanging a river front property for 
larger lands which extended his original farm 
southward. Further, he acquired a store-front 
property on Rue Bellevue in the Village of Fra-
serville, suggesting a new or extended busi-
ness enterprise, perhaps related to farm or mill 
equipment. He also bought 84 arpents front-
ing the St. Lawrence in Trois Pistoles, some 40 
kms downriver from Portage, possibly ex-
tending his equipment business. The Trois Pis-
toles property was sold after two years. 
    In the 1871 census for Notre Dame du Por-
tage, Alexandre was listed as a farmer, belying 
his true occupation as a broadly diversified 
businessman and farmer. His family included 
Anastasie and six of their children. Nineteen-
year-old Hippolyte was a labourer and 15-
year-old Emma, our great grandmother, was a 
seamstress. As well, recently-married son 
Hermias, also a farmer, and his English 
protestant wife Jane Hodgson, were part of the 
household. Alexandre also employed and 
lodged 16-year-old Aglae Plourde, a servant 
and 22-year-old Auguste Bodard, a carpen-
ter.46  
   By this time, Alexandre had become one of 
the largest landowners in the area. Over 25 
years, he had acquired a large land position 
then amounting to 358 arpents.  He had 2 
houses, 2 factories or shops and 5 barns and 
stables. As well, he had 4 carriages and 
sleighs, 9 wagons and sleds and 7 plows and 
cultivators. He also had a threshing mill and a 
fanning mill. The extent of this infrastructure 
indicates a substantial operation.  

   His farm occupied 160 improved arpents in 
range 1 on the St. Lawrence River in Notre 
Dame du Portage. Eighty arpents were pas-
ture, two were diked marsh, and gardens and 
orchards occupied ¾ of an arpent. 
   In 1870, the farm had produced 115 minots 
of spring wheat, 45 barley, 400 oats, 34 peas, 2 
beans, 22 buckwheat, 6 corn and 400 potatoes, 
as well as hay, tobacco and flax. His livestock 
included 3 horses, 2 oxen, 14 dairy cows, 4 cat-
tle, 29 sheep and 8 pigs and his production in-
cluded beef, mouton, pork, 1,500 lbs of butter, 
80 lbs wool, 109 yds of flannel, 35 yds of linen 
and 30 cords of firewood.  With such a sub-
stantial level of production, Alexandre must 
have been exporting to Quebec or selling lo-
cally, much of his produce. He also did some 
commercial fishing, in 1870 harvesting 2 bar-
rels of herring, 4 of sardines and 2 of eels from 
the St. Lawrence. 
  By this time, Alexandre had become a 
wealthy entrepreneur and farmer, operating 
two businesses year-round as well as his farm 
lands. He had a blacksmith shop on the prop-
erty with $140 invested, and with one em-
ployee whom he paid $72 annually. He also 
had $225 invested in building and repairing 
wind-powered grain threshing mills. In 1870, 
his revenues from these products and services 
amounted to $815.47  
 
Move to Sainte-Rose-du-Dégelé48 
 
   Alexandre and Anastasie lived in Notre 
Dame du Portage until about 1875. We know 
they were there in 1874 at the time of son Hip-
polyte’s wedding in Cacouna. According to a 
family biographical sketch penned later by 
daughter Eugénie, about 1875, the Lapointes 
moved 100 kms southeast to Sainte-Rose-du-
Dégelé on the Madawaska River, at the south 
end of Lac Temiscouata. Eugénie says Alexan-
dre left the “Portage” to become a pionnier at 
Dégelé. Everything was transported by car-
riage from Rivière-du-Loup to Dégelé.49 Alex-
andre and others from Portage migrated about 

Alexandre Lapointe signature 1870 
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the same time. An English translation of the 
sketch is included in Appendix 2. 
     Colonization of the lands between Rivière-
du-Loup and New Brunswick began in ear-
nest about 1860. There was much government 
concern about increased emigration of Quebec 
citizens to the Madawaska area of New Bruns-
wick and Maine. Hence, new roads were built 
and seigneurial and crown lands made availa-
ble for concessions and grants. Forestry oper-
ations also extended further into Temiscouata, 
providing settlers with employment in winter 
and spring.  
   Alexandre had worked hard his whole life. 
He had a successful farm and business in Por-
tage. He was wealthy.  Why would a 50-year-
old uproot his family after 40+ years and move 
to another area to begin a new life? This re-
searcher believes the reasons are twofold: that 
his entrepreneurial bent led him to take ad-
vantage of the business opportunities by lev-
eraging his sawmill experience and the ample 
forested lands in the Lac Temiscouata area; 
also Dégelé could satisfy the need of inexpen-
sive land for his children. 
   Leading up to his move, in 1873, Alexandre 
had acquired 60 arpents of farming lands in 
Range 2 in Dégelé.50 He may have also pur-
chased other lands there prior to his reloca-
tion. To finance his new holdings, and prepare 
for his relocation, he began to sell off his lands 
in Portage in 1874, with further sales in 1875. 
   On 4½  arpents in Lot 39 in the 1st Range, 
fronting Rivière aux Perches, Alexandre built 
a sawmill, a grist mill and his home.51 In her 
sketch, Eugénie remembers the men felling 
trees to build their “thatched cottage”52.  
   The location of this property is at the corner 
of Avenue Principale and 3e Rue Ouest in pre-
sent day Dégelis. The acquisition date of the 
property is unknown. It may be that the land 
was purchased and mills were constructed be-
fore the family moved from Portage. 
    With the thriving timbering industry (cedar, 
pine, maple, oak, beech, and ash were plenti-
ful in the area), the sawmill would have been 

in great demand. Alexandre’s business was 
likely profitable from the start. 
    By 1878 in Sainte-Rose-du-Dégelé, there 
were 75 families, a Catholic chapel, a school, 
Alexandre’s two mills and a general store. 

Alexandre’s land holdings 
 
    In January 1880, Alexandre began to pur-
chase real estate in earnest. He acquired 399 
arpents on 7 lots from William Thomas, the lo-
cal Seigneur53. These lands included Lots 341, 
341B, 303, 304 and 305, and part of lots 301 and 
302. The price was only 199 piastres.54 55  The 
location is at the east end of the current Route 
Lapointe, west of Dégelis. In March he bought 
5 arpents in the village and 75 arpents of farm-
land in range 3, northwest of Dégelé56. Total 
outlay was 180 piastres. Also, Anastasie 
bought 90 arpents for 45 piastres from Thomas 
west on Route Lapointe near Packington 
Township57.  
    By this time, he was well-established and 
comfortable in his new location. His mill and 
farming operations were thriving and he was 
earning a good income. He decided to signifi-
cantly expand his land position. In June 1881, 
he acquired from Seigneur Thomas 40 lots 
containing about 3,500 arpents58. Most of these 
lands were on both sides of Route Lapointe ex-
tending west to Packington Township. The 
tract was later called Rang de Chemin Lapointe. 
The lands were mostly uninhabited and well 
treed and would have been a good wood sup-
ply for Alexandre’s sawmill as well as for cap-
ital appreciation potential. Alexandre’s capital 
outlay was only 700 piastres, 200 on acquisi-
tion and 100 annually for five years. As part of 
the deal, he had to permit a local timberman to 
continue cutting timber on the lands for three 
years, but the timber was to be sawn at Alex-   
andre’s sawmill. 
   The local settlement along this swath of land 
on Route Lapointe was later named Lapointe, 
a village which exists today. 
   There were other land transactions. In 1876, 
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he had acquired 135 arpents of riverfront 
property. Later, he added a further 80 arpents 
along the river and on Lac Temiscouata. These 
lands comprised parts of Lots 25, 26, 27 and 28. 
He also acquired Lots 101, 103 and 421 and 
part of Lots 35 and 59. Likely there were other 
purchases for which documents have not been 
located. 
   Our research indicates that Alexandre ulti-
mately owned about 4,500 arpents, making 
him the largest non-Seigneur landholder in 
the Dégelé area. He was certainly land rich. 
Some of his lands were later sold to other set-
tlers or donated to Alexandre’s family mem-
bers. The balance, a substantial amount, was 
to be left to family members after the death of 
Alexandre and Anastasie.  

   In the 1881 census, there were 102 families in 
Dégelé. Alexandre is listed as a farmer living 
with Anastasie and Octave, Marie-Louise, Jo-
seph and Eugénie. Also living in the house-
hold were 27-year-old Auguste Bodard, his 
wife and two children. Bodard, a long-time 
employee, had made the move to Dégelé with 
the Lapointe family. Rounding out the house-
hold was 17-year-old Emma Beaulieu, a serv-
ant. Octave was operating the mills. and Bo-
dard was probably helping Alexandre with 
his mill equipment and repair business.59 

Alexandre’s Business and Community Interests 
 
   Alexandre had a wide range of business in-
terests. He had a large farming operation, 

 
Ste-Rose-du-Dégelé showing the main lands of Alexandre Lapointe c1885 
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probably 300 arpents or more in size. He grew 
buckwheat, oats and hay, and he had a large 
potato growing operation. Eugénie says the 
children of Denis Bourgoin provided the man-
power for harvesting the potato crop. With his 
partner and former neighbour, Anselme Di-
onne of Notre-Dame-du-Portage, Alexandre 
chartered ships to deliver his potatoes to the 
Quebec market. He was also involved in fish-
ing, probably on Lac Temiscouata. 
   He was also a blacksmith and an agent for 
the sale of farm implements.60 He likely also 
continued his mill repair business in the 
Temiscouata area.  
   Alexandre became one of the community’s 
leading citizens, and was well respected. A 
further indication of his stature was his ap-
pointment by the Quebec government in No-
vember 1882, as a Justice of the Peace for 
Sainte-Rose-du-Dégelé. The JP is the lowest 
level of the judiciary, but at that time, away 
from larger population centres, the JP’s ser-
vices would have often been called upon to 
settle disputes and minor legal issues. Alexan-
dre’s advice would also have been sought on 
many non-legal issues. 
 
Alexandre’s Remaining Years 
 
From the mid 1880s to 1896, we have little in-
formation about Alexandre’s activities other 
than real estate documentation. 
   In 1884, nearing age 60, Alexandre wanted 
son Octave to return to Dégelé from La Mal-
baie, and operate his mills. So, he donated the 
mills and 1½ arpents of Lot 39 to him. Octave 
sold his mill in La Malbaie61 and moved back 
to Dégelé. There were several conditions in the 
donation agreement, including a share of 
earnings from the mills for Alexandre and An-
astasie during their lives.62 The next year, Al-
exandre donated  another part of Lot 39 to Oc-
tave.  
    In 1891, Alexandre, a farmer, and Stasie 
were  living  in  Dégelé.  Alexandre employed  

one person. Living in the household were 
youngest daughter Eugénie and her husband 
Joseph Têtu.63 
   On July 23, 1896, Alexandre created a new 
will. As he had been conducting business the 
previous week (he sold a property), we as-
sume he had suddenly taken ill, perhaps from 
a stroke. He was not able to sign the will.64 He 
died on July 29th at the age of 71.  
   Under the will, Anastasie was to retain all as-
sets until her death. Alexandre then wished to 
have his lands distributed as follows: Hermias 
to receive 975 arpents, Eugénie 900 arpents, 
Marie-Louise 1,450 arpents, grandson Willie, 
son of Hermias, 125 arpents and Octave 890 

Route Lapointe at the junction of Autoroute 85 

Dégelis showing Madawaska River and  
Lake Temiscouata top right 
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arpents. These lands were principally those 
encompassing the Route Lapointe conces-
sions. Marie-Louise and Octave would be re-
quired to pay sister Emma, for each 90-arpent 
lot they received, 50 piastres (about 1,200 pias-
tres in total), half then and the balance in the 
following year. The three daughters were to 
share all household items and Hermias, Oc-
tave, Marie-Louise and Eugénie were to share 
the farm implements and livestock. 
   Anastasie created a new will on the same 
date which essentially mirrored Alexandre’s. 
   After Alexandre’s death, Anastasie lived an-
other four years. We do not know if she re-
mained in the family home or if she lived with 
one of her children. In November 1900, she be-
came ill. Concerned about the vast tract of Al-
exandre’s lands that would legally be passed 
on upon her death, and related transfer fees 
and other charges, Hermias, Eugénie, Marie- 
Louise, Joseph Lapointe, Willie Lapointe and 
Anastasie agreed to sell the 4,000 arpents of 
lands to Joseph Têtu. Têtu paid $500, an 
amount then owing to Seigneur Thomas, and 
agreed to assume all future payments owing 
to the Seigneur, and any taxes.  The agreement 
states the sellers were incapable of making the 
payments. Anastasie signed the agreement, 
but her signature had deteriorated to almost a 
scratching, likely indicating her state of 
health.65 
   Anastasie died on December 5, 1900 at the 
age of 75. No cause for her death has been 
found.  
   No records have been found as to the ulti-
mate disposition of Alexandre’s lands, alt-
hough it is believed that Têtu sold all the 
lands. 
   All our Lapointe family descendants eventu-
ally left the area.  Lapointe Village still exists 
and Route Lapointe connects the Village to 
Dégelis. There are no Lapointes listed in the 
directory for the now renamed Dégelis, but a 
few still reside in the Lac Temiscouata area.  
 

Alexandre’s Family   
  
Son Hermias and his family may have been the 
first of the Lapointes to move to Dégelé. In 
1874, he bought 160 arpents in the 2nd Range. 
He was a farmer.  Later he bought 7 arpents on 
Île Beaupré in the Madawaska River down-
stream from the village.66 In 1878, he applied 
to open a post office and be appointed post-
master. It is believed his application was ap-
proved, as the first post office in Dégelé was 
opened in 1879.67   
   His wife Jane died in 1892, and the following 
year, Hermias married Catherine Beaulieu, 
the widow of John Hodgson, Jane’s brother. 
   Following his father’s and Octave’s death, 
ownership and operation of the mills ended 
up with Hermias and Eugénie. In 1911, credi-
tors brought action against them. The details 
of the lawsuits are unknown, but the Quebec 
court ruled that some of their lands were to be 
seized and sold. By a sheriff’s sale order, the 
lands and buildings located on parts of the 
waterfront properties Lots 25, 26, 27 and 28, 
were auctioned on April 12, 1911.68  
    Another action by creditors of Hermias in-
volved the lands on part of Lot 39 in range 1, 
and included the sawmill, grist mill and 
equipment. By sheriff’s order, these lands 
were auctioned on February 19, 1913.69  The le-
gal notices are included in Appendix 2.  
   Thus, the land and mill operations which 
had been the platform for Alexandre’s begin-
nings in Dégelé almost 40 years earlier, passed 
out of Lapointe ownership, largely ending the 
family dynasty. 
   Hermias died in February 1916 as the result 
of being struck by a falling tree.  

   Daughter Victoire married Jean Pierre Canac 
dit Marquis in 1868. Sadly, she died a year 
later, perhaps in childbirth, at the age of 19. 

   Son Hippolyte married   Helen  Johnson,  an 
Irish Catholic, in 1874, and they settled in 
Cacouna north  east of Rivière-du-Loup.  Two 
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 Two years later, Hippolyte 
arranged with his father for 
a 10-year lease on a grain 
mill in Cacouna70. We have 
not found a record of Alex-
andre’s purchase of this 
mill.  
   In 1881, Hippolyte and 
Helen and their four chil-
dren were living in Cacouna 
with her parents, Thomas 
and Margaret Johnson. Hip-
polyte was listed as a jour-
nalier in the census.71 
   In 1891, Hippolyte moved 
his family and his widowed 
mother-in-law to Fall River, 
Massachusetts, where Hip-
polyte was a fireman in a 
mill. He lived there until his 
death sometime after 193072.  
   After the death of his father and mother, 
Hippolyte received no bequest in their wills. 
He may have had a falling out with Alexandre. 
He was the only offspring not to receive some 
family assets. 
  
   Daughter Emma married Frank Turner in 
Edmundston in 1876. They had likely met 
through Frank’s involvement with his father’s 
stagecoach and cartage business which oper-
ated between Rivière-du-Loup and Edmund-
ston.  She and Frank and their son Henry were 
residents in Dégelé village in 1881 and 1882, 
where Frank was a merchant and possibly an 
agent for his father’s company. More on 
Emma and Frank in the next section. 
    
   Son Octave married Maria Dufour of La Mal-
baie in 1881. For a wedding present, Alexan-
dre gave him 180 arpents in the Route 
Lapointe lands 73 . Two years later, Octave 
bought the flour mill at Chûte Nairne near La 
Malbaie74. His grandfather Abraham and un-
cle Élie, were neighbours.  

   Octave returned in 1884 to own and operate 
Alexandre’s mills. He also acquired more 
property in the village and opened a general 
store.75 As Octave and Maria had no children, 
she probably tended the store, while he oper-
ated the mills. 
   Octave drowned on a fishing trip in April 
1897. His death led to a reconciling of a poorly 
run business.  Octave and Maria were simply 
not good at managing their operations. As a 
result of court action taken by 15 creditors, an 
inventory of assets and liabilities was con-
ducted later that year. The 50-page document 
lists assets of $3,150 and liabilities of $4,200 for 
both the mills and general store. 76  Maria 
sought protection, and offered creditors 25 
cents on the dollar to settle outstanding debts. 
In July 1898, Octave’s lands in the village were 
auctioned by the Sheriff for $1,305.77 
   It is not known what happened to ownership 
of the mills, although they somehow ended up 
later being owned by Hermias and Eugénie. 
Perhaps they were buyers in the auction. 
    In 1900, Maria married Lucien Tremblay, a 
notary  from  Chicoutimi,  and  moved  there.  

  
  This is either Hermias or        Willie Lapointe and Maggie Hodgson               

Octave Lapointe 1895                    wedding photo 1900 
                                                        Willie was a favorite grandson of 

                                                        Anastasie Lapointe 
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There is much family lore about how Maria 
and her new husband shafted Lapointe family 
members out of their entitlements. I have not 
been able to piece together the entire story 
from the available documentary record.  
  In 1908, Maria sold her remaining lands in 
Dégelé village to Hermias Lapointe. After 
Lucien’s death, she remarried Pierre Ouellette 
in 1910 in St. Alexandre, Kamouraska.  
 
   Marie-Louise married Arthur Beaulieu in 
1886 and settled in Dégelé. Arthur was a 
farmer. They were generously provided for by 
Alexandre, with Marie-Louise receiving the 
largest bequest in the family. They remained 
in Dégelé for the rest of their lives.  
 
    In 1887 tragedy befell the Lapointe family 
when 19-year-old son Joseph drowned at Dé-
gelé. He was working as a draveur, possibly on 
Rivière-aux-Perches.  
 
   Eugénie, the youngest of the family, grew up 
in Dégelé and married Joseph Têtu in 1888. Af-
ter the death of his in-laws, Joseph held the 
bulk of the Route Lapointe lands. In legal doc-
uments, he was listed as a commerciant, or 

trader. Joseph and Eugénie remained in Dé-
gelé for some years, before moving to Ed-
mundston, where they operated a hotel for 
many years. They adopted and raised eight 
children.78 Joseph died in 1931 and Eugénie in 
1946, both in Edmundston. 
 
Emma Anastasia Lapointe (1856-1955) 
Francis Ebenezer Turner (1853-1927) 
 
A complete biographical sketch for our great 
grandmother Emma Anastasia can be found in 
Volume 1 of A Melding of Cultures. A sum-
mary follows. 
    Emma, the 4th child of Alexandre and Ana-
stasia, was born in 1856 in Notre Dame du Por-
tage. She became a seamstress, spinner and 
weaver under the tutelage of her mother, and 
was an important contributor in the Lapointe 
family for the output of wool, linen and flan-
nel. 
    About 1875, she moved to Ste-Rose-du-Dé-
gelé with her family. She met Frank Turner 
about that time. Their meeting was probably 
through Frank’s involvement with his father’s 
company. John Turner operated the Turner 
Mail line, a stagecoach mail, passenger and 
cartage company operating between Rivière-
du-Loup and Edmundston. Dégelé was a de-
livery point on the route. Alexandre and the 
Turners may have had a business relationship. 
    Frank was born in Fredericton in 1853. He 
was the third child of John Turner and Agnes  

 

   
Maria Dufour Lapointe 1896 

 
Joseph Lapointe’s grave marker  

Ste-Rose-du-Dégelé 
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Nicholson.  Turner ancestors 
originated in Glasgow and the 
Nicholsons were from Dum-
fries. John was a horseman 
and a long-time stagecoach 
whip. He moved his family to 
Rivière-du-Loup in 1868 to 
start up his transportation ser-
vice. It operated until the early 
1890s.  
   Frank, who was a good 
horseman, would have begun 
working for his father at an 
early age. By 1876, he was liv-
ing in Edmundston, perhaps 
operating the Turner terminal 
in the village. 
   Frank and Emma were mar-
ried in Edmundston on May 2, 1876. A family 
story says that Emma was in a convent prepar-
ing to be a nun, but left and eloped with 
Frank.79  My mother says Emma told her the 
snow drifts were so high the day of their mar-
riage that she and Frank went to the church in 
a horse drawn cutter.80 Frank being a Scottish 
Methodist, the ceremony was probably per-
formed in the sacristy. (He became a Catholic 
in 1903.) No church or civil record of the mar-
riage has been found. 
   Frank and Emma lived in Edmundston from 
1876 to 1880. Their first three children, two of 
whom died in infancy, were born there. In 
1879, Frank tried his hand at farming. He 
leased a large farm on the north side of the 
Madawaska River. This did not last long, as by 
1881, they were living in Dégelé village, where 
Frank was a merchant.  
   They lived in Dégelé until 1882 or 1883 when 
they relocated to Hintonburg, a suburb of Ot-
tawa, where Frank became a fireman for either 
Grand Trunk Railway or Canadian Pacific. By 
1885, he was an engineer, an occupation he 
would have until his retirement about 1910.  
His three brothers, two sons and a grandson 
also had careers as railway engineers.  

   They lived in Aylmer, Quebec, Ottawa East 
Village and Ottawa, before moving to Rock-
land, Ontario in 1904 where son George met 
Bernadette   Joanis, and   our second   French 
Canadian ancestral connection began. 
    Frank bought a 40-acre farm south of Rock-
land in 1909, and post retirement, became a 
gentleman farmer. They returned to Ottawa in 
1919. Frank died there in 1927.  
   Frank and Emma raised nine children in Ot-
tawa. Tragedy struck the family when their 
oldest and youngest sons, Harry and Edward, 
died within two days of each other, in Decem-
ber 1898. 
   After Frank’s death, Emma moved with 
daughter Ida to 70 Blackburn Avenue in 
Sandy Hill to live with her widowed daughter 
Amy de Grosbois. She lived there until her 
death in 1955 at the age of 98.    
   On the occasion of my daughter Lesley’s 
wedding in May 2004, my mother wrote her a 
letter in which she passed on memories of 
Emma. Emma, Mother and Lesley were mar-
ried on the first weekend in May.  
   Mother remembers Emma as “a tiny lady of 
4’ 11”, very clever and with a variety of inter-
ests.   One of her dearest hobbies was garden-
ing  and  she was  a  life-long expert.  She had  

      
      Eugénie Lapointe Têtu 1907      Eugenie and Joseph Têtu c1910 
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ing, and she was a life-long expert. She had 
gardens at her city residence as well as at the 
family’s Aylen Lake cottage, which she was 
still visiting in the year of her death. Her back 
yard entrance on Blackburn Avenue was a 
trellised archway which led into a beautiful 
garden with fruit trees and grape arbour. Her 
greatest success was with her dahlias, and she 
won many prizes at shows sponsored by the 
Ottawa Horticultural Society and the Central 
Canada Exhibition Association.”81 She was a 
member of the Horticultural Society for more 
than 40 years.   
  She was a remarkable, active woman who re-
mained current reading the Ottawa Citizen 
and weekly newsmagazines. She learned to 
swim in her 90s. A widow for almost 30 years, 
she kept in touch with all her children, writing 
regularly. She remained a fervent practicing 
Catholic to her death. The 1953 Ottawa Citizen 
article overleaf inspired then mayor Charlotte 
Whitton to write Emma a letter of congratula-
tions, on leading “a life of such usefulness and 
such character as yours and a record like that 
of your family.  …. I simply am lost in admira-
tion and wonder at a woman like you, who 
still active, vigorous and working both in the  
city and cottage gardens, which you love, are 
carrying on the best of traditions in this city”.82 
A worthy tribute! 
   She had two recipes for a long, fruitful life: 
“Lead a happy home life. Have your fun at 
home and do not worry about outside pleas-
ures”. And “Live moderately and get plenty of 
rest. One can work hard if the proper amount 
of time is taken for rest and relaxation”.  
   She lived by her words of wisdom. She out-
lived four children, a husband, two daughters-
in-law, three sons-in-law and all her siblings. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emma Lapointe c1890 as painted by 
her daughter Katherine Orr c1940 

 
Emma Lapointe c1949 

 
      Théotiste Meneux dit Châteauneuf 
        grandmother of Emma Lapointe 
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Family photo c1900 
Amy, Frank, Lou, Florence 
George, Emma, Katherine 

Frances, Ida 

     
           Frank Turner’s parents John and Agnes Nicholson c1880 
 

 
          Frank Turner c1908 
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          Emma Turner article Ottawa Citizen September 1953 
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                         5 Salisbury Place, Ottawa      Turner farmhouse Rockland 1909-1919 
             Emma’s home 1894-1904 
 

                           
        Emma at Aylen Lake cottage c1930          Emma’s residence 70 Blackburn Ave., Sandy Hill 
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Famille Audet dit Lapointe, de L’Anse  
From Album Historique et Paroissial de Notre Dame du Portage Pages 363-365 

Translated by Amaryllis de Grosbois c1941
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Famille Audet dit Lapointe, de L’Anse  
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Translated by Amaryllis de Grosbois c1941
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1880 page 2 

 
 



 

 
 
166 |A MELDING OF CULTURES 

Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 1
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 2
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 3
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 4
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 5
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Alexandre Lapointe Land Purchase 1881 Page 6
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 1
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 2
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 3 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 4
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 5 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 6 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 7 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 8 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 9 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 10 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 11 
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Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 12 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
184 |A MELDING OF CULTURES 

Alexandre Lapointe Will 23 July 1896 Page 13 

 
 


